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AP Environmental Science

Ecological Footprint 
Directions:
Navigate to the following link and answer the questions.  http://www.footprintnetwork.org/gfn_sub.php?content=footprint_overview
1. What is an Ecological Footprint?

2. Scroll down and describe humanity’s current Ecological Footprint.
4. Why is measuring an Ecological Footprint of a population important?

5. Click on the World Footprint link (left side) and tell me how many Earths we are currently demanding.

How long will it be until we are demanding 2 Earths to fit our lifestyle?

6. Define the term overshoot in your own words. 

7. List 5 effects or problems that are associated with global overshoot.

8. Summarize how we can go about ending overshoot.
9. Click on the Earth Overshoot Day link and tell me how much of nature’s budget has humanity used to date. (%)

10. What is Earth Overshoot Day?

11. When was Earth Overshoot Day for 2009, do you expect it earlier this year or later?

Click Your Ecological Footprint and then click take the quiz
12. How many planets does your lifestyle require, if everyone lived like you?

13. How many global acres does it take to support your lifestyle?

14. How many tons of Carbon Dioxide does your lifestyle produce?

Click Explore Scenarios in the lower right
15. List 2 suggestions the simulation offers to reduce your personal Ecological Footprint.

16. How does making the suggested changes impact your Footprint?  Retake the quiz if you have time.
17. Click on the Carbon Footprint link and tell me what it is?

Conclusion:

What did you think of this exercise? 

