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The physical environment and natural resources of North America influenced the development of the first human settlements and the culture of Native Americans.  Native American societies varied across North America.
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Colonialism
European exploration of the New World resulted in various interactions with Native Americans and in colonization.  The American colonies were established for a variety of reasons and developed differently based on economic, social, and geographic factors.  Colonial America had a variety of social structures under which not all people were treated equally.
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Settlements
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Life in the Colonies – New England
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Life in the Colonies – Southern Colonies
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Life in the Colonies – Middle Colonies
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Road to American Independence
Stemming from the French and Indian War, The British government enacted and attempted to enforce new political and economic policies in the colonies.  These policies triggered varied colonial responses, including protest and dissent.  The outcome of the American Revolution was influenced by military strategies, geographic considerations, and aid from other nations.  The Treaty of Paris established the terms of peace to bring independence to a conclusion.
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French and Indian War
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New British Policies and Colonial Responses
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The Revolutionary War
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The Constitution
The newly independent states faced political and economic struggle under the Articles of Confederation.  These challenges resulted in a Constitutional Convention, a debate over ratification, and the eventual adoption of the Bill of Rights.  The United States Constitution as the foundation of the United States government and outlines the rights of citizens.  The Constitution is considered a living document that can respond to political and social change.
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The Constitution - Principles
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Compromises
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The New Nation
Foreign and domestic disputes tested the strength of the Constitution, particularly the separation of powers and the system of checks and balances. The United States also sought to implement isolationism while protecting the Western Hemisphere from European interference.
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Westward Expansion
Driven by political and economic motives, the United States expanded its physical boundaries to the Pacific Ocean between 1800 and 1860.  This settlement displaced Native Americans as the frontier was pushed westward.
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Opportunities
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Reform Movements
Social, Political, and economic inequalities sparked various reform movements and resistance efforts.  Influenced by the Second Great Awakening, New York helped play a key role in the major reform efforts.
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The Nation Divided
Westward expansion, the industrialization of the North, and the increase of slavery in the South contributed to the growth of sectionalism.  Constitutional conflicts between advocates of States Rights and supporters of federal power increased tension in the nation.  Attempts to compromise ultimately failed to keep the nation together, leading to the Civil War.
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Sectionalism leads to war
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Civil War
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