
 

 

Test Basics 

Subject Points Minutes 
Multiple 
Choice 
Questions  

Dates 
Administered 

English 
Literature 
 

200-800 60 60 
Oct., Nov., Dec., 
Jan., May, June 
 

 
 
 
 
 
For additional information access: 

 
http://sat.collegeboard.org/practice/sat-subject-test-
preparation/english-literature 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
Jeffrey Yagaloff, English Chairperson, 

at 937-6380. 

    
jyagaloff@pob.k12.ny.us 
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Taking the SAT Subject 
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Test Offered: 

 English Literature 

 

 
 

http://sat.collegeboard.org/practice/sat-subject-test-preparation/english-literature
http://sat.collegeboard.org/practice/sat-subject-test-preparation/english-literature


 Who should take the test?  We recommend that students enrolled in Honors or AP courses take the SAT subject test. 
 When should you take the test?  We recommend that students register to take the exam in June. 
 Why should you take the test?  The SAT is an international standardized test that offers a comparison of a student’s subject comprehension.  

Many of the first-tier colleges recommend that students take at least two subject tests for admission. 
 What students need to do? Students should purchase an SAT subject test review book to prepare for the test.  In addition, they should consult 

with their classroom teachers for areas in which they may need extra help and attend remedial classes. 
 

Anticipated Skills 
• Knowledge of basic literary terminology, such as irony, stanza, image, tone, alliteration and speaker (highly specialized terms are not covered). 
• Understanding of the following literary concepts: 

o Overall meaning, including effect and theme 
o Form, including structure, genre and organization 
o Use of language, including word choice, imagery and 

metaphor 

o Meanings and connotations of specific words in context 
o Narrative voice, including tone and attitude 
o Characterization in narrative and dramatic selections 

 

Recommended Preparation 
• 3–4 years of literary study at the college-preparatory level 
• Close, critical reading in English and American literature from a variety of historical periods and genres 
• Reading of complete novels and plays — not just excerpts 
• Independent, critical reading of poetry, prose and drama 
• Consult with your classroom teacher for areas in which you may need extra help and attend remedial classes as necessary 

 

Three sets of classifications describe the selections on the Test 

Source of Questions 
• American Literature (written by authors from the United States): 40 – 50% of the test 
• English Literature (written by British authors): 40 – 50% of the test 
• Other Literature written in English (past tests have included writers from India, Ireland, Canada, and the Caribbean): 0 – 10% of the test 

 

Chronology 
• Renaissance and 17th Century: 30% of the test 
• 18th and 19th Centuries: 30% of the test 
• 20th Century: 40% of the test 

 

Genre 
• Prose passages (primarily excerpts from fiction and essays): 40 – 50% of the test 
• Poetry (primarily entire poems, although some selections are excerpted from longer works): 40 – 50% of the test 
• Drama and other: 0 – 10% of the test 

 

Additional Things to Know 
• There are six to eight sets of questions on the test, each based on a different literary text. 
• Please note that this test reflects what is commonly taught in high school. Due to differences in high school classes, it’s likely that most students will 

find questions on topics they’re not familiar with. This is nothing to worry about. You do not have to get every question correct to receive the highest 
score (800) for the test. Many students do well despite not having studied every topic covered. 


