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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Workshop model
Writing fundamentals has been in place for 2 years and is well-received
All grade levels have a Launch unit where routines and rituals for readers workshop are established
With all levels using reading fundamentals, the launch can eventually be more efficient-less management and more readin community, discussion based, 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
At its most basic organizational view.  There are four strands or disciplines within the ELA Common Core State Standards (CCSS).  Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language
This has not changed from the previous NYS standards , except the speaking and listening strand has been given increased attention-making all four of these balanced



Common Core ELA Learning Standards

The CCLS demands that the majority of instruction be spent on:

• the careful examination of specific texts
• close reading of texts
• writing in response to and about texts
• participate in conversations about texts
• draw evidence and knowledge from the texts
• instruction of academic vocabulary

The CCLS places an emphasis on challenging students with increasingly complex 
texts. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The word that is repeated is TEXT- there is an increased focus on the text- rather than personal experiences associated with the topic
The mentor texts and shared texts accompanying the Reading, Writing, and Grammar Fundamentals Units have been carefully selected to highlight certain text structures, comprehension strategies, with increasing text complexity
Systematically integrate reading or writing skills or strategies with the study of genre
They represent a balance of genres
The lesson plans strategically build students academic vocabulary as well as domain specific vocabulary
The mini-lessons associated with RF, WF, GF place an emphasis on accountable talk
Gradual Release of Responsibility Model – Workshop model – active engagement of students is central
Close reading strategies are being discussed at all PD opportunities
Falling in Love with Close Reading – staff is enthused with this professional book – explores looking at text through different lenses, for different purposes
In regard to text complexity, we are tightening the information gleaned from Benchmarks and SRI lexile scores to ensure that students are in instructional level materials to maximize learning- keeping kids in their ‘learning zone’



Common Core Anchor Standards

Examples requiring significant instructional shifts:

• #1.  Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make 
logical inferences from it, cite specific evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text.

• #6.  Assess how point of view and purpose shapes the content and style of a 
text.

• #8.  Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
including validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of 
the evidence.

Require critical thinking skills!!!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have been developing a site on the district website dedicated to Common Core materials- lessons, rubrics, best practice video clips…



Poem: To a Daughter Leaving Home
by Linda Pastan



• “To build a foundation for college and career readiness, 
students must read widely and deeply from among a 
broad range of high-quality, increasingly challenging 
literary and informational texts………..Students can only 
gain this foundation when the curriculum is intentionally 
and coherently structured to develop rich content 
knowledge within and across grades.”



Key Design Considerations of CCSS

• “The overwhelming focus of writing throughout high school should be on 
arguments and informative/explanatory texts.”

Grade To Persuade To Inform To Convey 
Experience

4 30% 35% 35%

8 35% 35% 30%

12 40% 40% 20%



Writing Fundamentals Units of Study

Grade 3

How Writer’s Work
Literary Nonfiction
Folktales and Fables
Personal Narrative
Grammar Fundamentals

Grade 5

How Writer’s Work
Essay
Memoir
Nonfiction
Grammar Fundamentals

Grade 4

How Writer’s Work
Feature Article
Picture Book Study
Biography
Grammar Fundamentals

Grade 6

How Writer’s Work
Literary Essay
Persuasive Essay
Personal Narrative
Grammar Fundamentals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Across the grade levels, the Writing Fundamentals Units of Study provide a balance of genres and tasks
Explicit models of tiered vocabulary used throughout the Immersion phase of the writing process
Attention is shown to sentence structure-   how sentence structure impacts the message, purpose, and impact on readers
Revising and editing lessons allow students to consider voice and tone of their pieces



Writing Fundamentals

• Immersion: Read, discuss, and learn from mentor authors and texts

• Generating Ideas: Write often and write for various reasons

• Selecting: Fins Subjects that matter and are relevant to the purpose and 
intention

• Collecting: research, explore, and gather information about your topic using 
different sources

• Drafting: Plan, envision, and organize text

• Revising: Reread and craft your piece to fit the genre and purpose

• Editing: Use conventions to get meaning across

• Publishing: Prepare texts for an audience of readers



Reading Fundamentals Launch

Student Outcomes:

Students will-
• Learn to self-select appropriate texts
• Set goals for themselves as readers
• Learn the expectations and routines for actively participating in a reading 

community
• Develop habits of mind for engaging with a variety of texts
• Learn how to participate in collaborative conversations about texts

Establish Routines and Rituals in Reader’s Workshop

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is specific to the launch- direct instruction is given on collaborative discussions



Reading Fundamentals Instructional Components

• Mentor/anchor and shared texts

• Interactive read aloud lessons

• Mini-lessons

• Independent reading and guided practice

• Response to reading (writing from sources)

• Lesson extensions and Appendices

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Appendices offer accountability, note-taking options, graphic organizers, well-developed lists



Domain-Specific and Academic Vocabulary
Tier 1:  Words acquired through every day speech, usually learned in the 
early grades 

Tier 2:  Academic words that appear across all types of text. These are 
often precise words that are used by the author in place of common 
words. (i.e. gallop instead of run). They change meaning with use. 

Tier 3:  Domain specific words" that are specifically tied to content. (i.e. 
Constitution, lava) These are typically the types of vocabulary words 
that are included in glossaries, highlighted in textbooks and address by 
teachers. They are considered difficult words important to 
understanding content.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each unit lists all Tier 2, 3 vocab for each mentor text



Helpful Websites
Websites

• Dogonews.com

• Learnzillion.com

• Buzzle.com

• www.scholastic.com/bookwizard

• http://home.comcast.net/~ngiansante

Apps

• Level-it Books

http://www.scholastic.com/bookwizard
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